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TEVA PHARMACEUTICALS 
 
February 23, 2016 
 
Senator Gerratana and Representative Ritter 
Chairmen of Public Health Committee   
Legislative Office Building, Room 3000 
Hartford, CT 06106 
 
Dear Chairmen Gerratana and Ritter: 
 
On behalf of Teva Pharmaceuticals, I write to express our support for Senate Bill 129, An Act 
Concerning Insurance Coverage of Abuse-Deterrent Opioid Analgesics.  Teva is the world’s 
largest generic pharmaceutical manufacturer of drugs as well as a producer of branded 
products.    It is from this unique perspective that we offer our views on the importance of this 
legislation to patients, physicians and communities Connecticut.   
 
This legislation supports two critical policy and public health goals – improving patient access to 
needed treatment options and helping to combat the terrible epidemic of prescription drug 
abuse. 
 
Nearly 120 million Americans suffer from some form of chronic pain, with an estimated annual 
cost of $635 billion in medical expenses and decreased work productivity.i Opioid analgesics 
offer these patients important treatment options and, more importantly, the opportunity to live 
and work in a manner of their choosing.  
 
However, abuse of these treatments has become a national crisis. Approximately 4.5 million 
Americans using prescription pain medications for nonmedical purposes each year,ii contributing 
to more than 16,000 deaths annually.iii Prescription opioid abuse is estimated to cost the United 
States about $56 billion annually due to health costs, criminal justice costs and lost 
productivity.iv  
 
To address this issue, abuse deterrent formulation (ADF) opioid medications provide patients 
with the same pain relief as conventional opioids, but incorporate breakthrough technology 
designed to protect against manipulation and abuse.  ADFs contain physical or chemical 
properties that make crushing, cutting and dissolving for injection difficult or that block the 
euphoric effect of the opioid when it is manipulated.v These dangerous misuses most often are 
the cause of overdose and death from prescription pain medications. 
 
The FDA considers the development of ADF products a high public health priority.vi  The agency 
views abuse deterrent formulations as fundamental to future opioid medicines and Douglas 
Throckmorton, the FDA Deputy Director for Regulatory Programs, recently stated, “The FDA 
continues to strongly encourage development of opioids that deter abuse.”vii The Office of 
National Drug Control Policy has recommended expediting the development of abuse-deterrent 
formulations as a solution to this growing problem.viii 
 



To ensure that patients can appropriately utilize the ADF medications available today, insurance 
benefits should promote equitable and affordable access, and provide coverage for 
prescriptions for abuse deterrent opioid analgesics.   This legislation achieves this goal by 
providing options for physicians and patients and Teva supports its passage. 

 
 
Thank you for your leadership on this critical health and safety issue. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Grant Erdel 
Senior Director, Government Affairs 
Teva Pharmaceuticals 
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